
Hands-on activities         v June 2013 

I. Creating a simple presentation-based podcast 

YOU SHOULD HAVE: 

1) A computer or tablet with a microphone 
2) Your favorite presentation software 
3) Some resources in mind – images, text, websites 
4) (Optional) A digital camera and a way to get images from the camera to the computer. Google 

image search is a useful quick-n-dirty alternative for finding images. 

YOU SHOULD DO: 

1) Think about a topic in your content area that is difficult for students to master, prone to 
misconceptions, or you simply find yourself explaining a lot. 

2) Break this down into subtopics that can be explained in a series of short (3-5 min) videos 
3) Pick a favorite subtopic to start with. 
4) Prepare an outline of your major points for your subtopic – the stuff you absolutely must say. 

a. If you want to write a more detailed outline or script, that’s fine too, but try to start with 
a simple outline and see how it goes. 

b. This will help you identify the supporting materials you should have on hand. 
5) Assemble a small pile of images, links, and text resources that will support the topic. Remember 

you may not use them all, but you want to be in a position to pick and choose supporting 
material. 

6) Identify the computer or tablet presentation software you will use (such as Powerpoint or 
Keynote). 

7) Identify the screen capture/casting software you will use.  
a. If you will be using a full laptop or desktop computer, get account on Jing and download 

and install the client on your computer. If you already have something else, use it! 
b. (If you have an iPad or other tablet and are feeling adventurous, you could consider 

using it with one of the software packages noted in the software section of the 
Technology toolkit.)  

8) Organize your desktop so that you are ready to record – like setting the stage. Check your audio, 
if your software allows you to do that.  

9) Rehearse your presentation, at least the main points. 
10) Take a deep breath. Record your presentation. If you don’t like it, don’t save it. Start over at step 

8. (Now you see why you only do these 5 minutes at a time!) 
11) If you like it, save it, and note the web address. Share it with your students. Impress your 

friends. Be the life of your next party! 
12) And then move on to the next topic and step 4. Now you know why it’s call “lather-rinse-

repeat”! 

 

http://www.techsmith.com/jing.html
http://buckysbutterfly.wordpress.com/technology-toolkit/#software


 

II. Creating a simple whiteboard explanation 

YOU SHOULD HAVE: 

1) A tablet with a whiteboard software app such as ExplainEverything or Educreations, or 
ScreenChomp. Or use an app you are familiar with - I’m not unreasonable, you know. 

2) Optional – Photos or images that support your topic. 

YOU SHOULD DO: 

1) Think about a topic in your content area that is difficult for students to master, prone to 
misconceptions, or you simply find yourself explaining a lot. 

2) Break this down into subtopics that can be explained in a series of short (3-5 min) videos, limited 
to a whiteboard or annotated drawing. 

3) Pick a favorite subtopic to start with. 
4) Prepare an outline of your major points for your subtopic – the stuff you absolutely must say. 

a. If you want to write a more detailed outline or script, that’s fine too, but try to start with 
a simple outline and see how it goes. 

b. This will help you identify the supporting materials you should have on hand. 
c. You could even storyboard it if you like.  

5) Consider your presentation: 
a. If you are going to do a simple whiteboard presentation, you are ready to go 
b. If you want to do an image annotation, find it and load it into the app. 

6) Rehearse. 
7) Take a deep breath. Record your presentation.  
8) Preview the results. If you like it, save it, if you don’t, go back to step 6. 
9) Once you are happy with the result, move on to the next topic and go back to step 4. 

 
III. Freeform exploration with your tablet 

 
YOU SHOULD HAVE: 
1) A tablet of some sort 

YOU SHOULD DO: 

1) Look at the list of apps, either in the toolkit software section, on John’s blog: 
(http://www.jgravesedu.com/?p=40), or search for one on Google, or if it’s an iPad, on 
iTunes. 

2) Pick one that looks useful, cool, or intriguing. 
3) Download it and start exploring. 
4) Be prepared to share back to the group whether it was a hit (“Ping!”), or a miss (“Wah-

waaah!”), and why. Think about how it would benefit your students, and why. 

http://www.explaineverything.com/
http://www.educreations.com/
http://www.techsmith.com/screenchomp.html
http://buckysbutterfly.wordpress.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=176634487&action=edit&message=1#software
http://www.jgravesedu.com/?p=40

